
The book The Chocolate War takes place in a turbulent time in American history. The 1970’s was a time of musical breakthroughs, drug experimentation, and racial tension. During this time frame, hippies such as mentioned in the book staged riots and demonstrations against various things such as animal rights, civil rights, and whatever else they could think of. However, the most widely protested event, and quite possibly the most important thing to happen in that time frame, was the Vietnam War. Many people had very definite opinions about the war, most opposing it. In retrospect, the Vietnam war was a long bloody war that the United States should never have gotten involved in. 


Of course, in order to understand any complex event one must know some background. What Americans know as the Vietnam War is actually known as the Second Indochina War. The First Indochina war was not visited with direct US involvement. It was only after the first war that we intervened and began the longest and bloddiest campaign in America’s military history.

Occurring immiadiatly after World War Two, the First Indochina war was caused by a number of occurrences.  From the mid 1880’s to the Second World War, the French had possession of a colony known as French Indochina. This Colony included what is today known as Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. When Japan invaded the colony during World War Two, the Vietnamese saw an opportunity to gain freedom. Following Japan’s surrender in 1945,  Ho Chi Minh gave the following declaration of independence, modeled after the United States’ infamous document:

“We hold truths that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, among these are life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. 
  
    This immortal statement is extracted from the Declaration of Independence of the United States of America in 1776. Understood in the broader sense, this means: All have the right to live to be happy and free. 
These are undeniable truths. 
* * * 
We, the members of the Provisional Government representing the entire people of VietNam, declare that we shall from now on have no connections with imperialist France; we consider null and void all the treaties France has signed concerning VietNam, and we hereby cancel all the privileges that the French arrogated to themselves on our territory.” (vwam.com)
Following the declaration, the French Government refused to acknowledge the Democratic Republic of Vietnam’s existence for they were unwilling to give the crown jewel of their empire. Still regarding Vietnam as their territory, the French pushed the Viet Minh back into the dense forest, and the First Indochina War began, with the French opposing the Viet Minh and the US aiding the French.

The war went on through the years,

